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	 “Live one day at a time but farm as if it’s for the next 100 years.”

 Farmers’ oral history informs contempory community supported agriculture project.
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We are three women who have initiated on an oral history project as part of a local food project. The Hazelhurst Community Supported Agriculture Co-operative, based in the Heeley-Meersbrook area of Sheffield, plans to grow and distribute organically grown, healthy, affordable food to benefit the community. It is an initiative of Transition Sheffield www.transitionsheffield.org  .The Co-op is utilising a nine-acre field on Hazelhurst Farm in the Moss Valley, Derbyshire, two miles from our community. We are interviewing farmers and their families on five neighbouring farms with the aims to establish strong working relationships, and to benefit from their knowledge of farming in this locality from the past up to the current time. We are working in a voluntary capacity but have the support of the Geography Department at Sheffield University. 

Achieving these aims have enriched the regeneration underway on the plot, feeding in locally relevant knowledge about soil management, suitable crops, pests and wild life. The farmers also welcome the co-op initiative, seeing it as contributing to the social regeneration of the valley. In the process of the project we have gained insight into the farmers’ deep relationship with the land and the stresses of farming.

 We would like to present what we have learnt about the history of farming in the Moss Valley, ways local knowledge has enriched our co-op, and some stories that highlight past and current dilemmas in sustainable food production, particularly the impact economic forces have had on sustainable methods, and on community well-being.

